However much American dentists may differ concerning the practice of dentistry and its relation to general medicine, medical men, with few exceptions, believe dentistry is a mechanical art only, and that dentists are mechanical crafimen, and as such are not entitled to professional recognition from medical men. It will, therefore, be the purpose of this paper to show, if possible, that whatever may have been the dentistry of the past, the dentistry of the present is both a science and an art,. as well as a liberal profession.
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Modern dentistry is, in the broadest sense, both a science and an art. As a science, it deals with a full and an accurate knowledge of the dental organs and their functions, as well as with a knowledge of the causes leading to their pathological conditions whereby disease is engendered, and function either impaired or destroyed. the dentist and his methods; one of these from the large and "regular" camp gravely guesses that dentists are not sufficiently sterilized to prevent infection from syphilitic patients when they apply to the dentist for treatment of the oral cavity.
Then there is the brother from the "irregular" camp of guessers, and he guesses that dentists ought not, under any circumstances, use amalgam for filling cavities in defective teeth, because he guesses that the potency of the dynamic force of his fifteenth dilution of medicinal dynamo will be destroyed by coming in contact with the wandering mercurial spooks, which he guesses may inadvertently escape from between the meshes of the amalgam plugs. But surely we are not as ignorant as some of these guessers take us to be, and really do know more about some things than they give us credit for.
Dentistry has discovered the cause, and is daily successfully treating 90 per cent, of all the cases of so-called "facial neuralgia," whose victims apply to the dentist for relief. It has also vastly improved on the methods formerly in vogue by the medical profession for the surgical treatDentistry and General Medicine. While it may not take in all details, neither does such an education imply that a dentist shall practice general medicine, or the physician dental surgery. This is precisely the kind of education the dental students acquire in the dental colleges of to-day; three full years of study and attendance on three full courses of lectures being required before the student can be graduated. It will be noticed that the time required to be graduated in dentistry is the same as that required for graduation in general medicine. It will therefore appear to the observant mind, that if it takes three years to graduate a student in dentistry, and no more than three years to graduate a student in general medicine, that there must be something more to learn in dentistry than the average physician, with his present limited knowledge of the dental organs, is prepared to admit. The medical man should, if only for his own reputation, be better informed on the subject of the The Horace Wells Permanent Memorial. 9 teeth than is the average physician of to-day, the teaching of which has been sadly neglected in the medical colleges.
?Items of Interest.
